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LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT & CEO
Dear Club Supporter:

The third quarter of 2021 has had lots of activity, with Back 2 School programming now at full strength. Our
Clubs are filled with youth engaging in opportunities to help keep them energetic and supported
academically. Now more than ever, kids need positive mentors and emotional support and they find that
behind the blue door. Every Club is offering young people the opportunity to build good character, graduate
on-time and be ready for tomorrow’s workforce. We are doing whatever it takes to build great futures!
At BGCGH, safety is paramount. We participated in Readiness Day on September 9, part of National
Preparedness Month, in which we focus on emergency preparedness. We had several Club events around
the theme "Prepare to Protect. Preparing for disasters is protecting everyone you love.” Professional
development training included fire drills, cyber safety tips and COVID-19 health and safety measures.
As we head into the fourth quarter of 2021, we continue to focus on fostering resiliency in youth. Two key
priorities in 2021 and 2022 are the mitigation of pandemic learning loss and Social Emotional Learning:
academics and mental health. These initiatives reflect recommendations in the recent report, Fostering
Resiliency in a Post-Pandemic World, published by BGCGH.
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a valued member of our Board of Directors leadership team since 2010 and his impact was significant,
including these last two years as BGCGH’s Board Chair. In recognition of the immense contributions of
Julius to the organization and to youth, BGCGH has named our Youth of the Year award after him. It will
now be called “The Julius Young Youth of the Year Award.” We are all mourning the passing of a
tremendous individual, whose legacy of leadership, compassion, and dedication will always be remembered.
BGCGH board member Will Leven will serve as Board Chair for the remainder of Julius’ term ending this
calendar year and then begin his own two-year term in January 2022.
We appreciate the ongoing commitment of our donors, volunteers and mentors, who are making a
difference in the lives of our youth so that they can achieve great futures. Our mission is vitally important to
them, their families and our community.
Best Regards,

Kevin R. Hattery
President & CEO
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Summer 2021 Programming
Summer 2021 was full of fun with our Club members! Here is a closer look to
what we were up to:
Field trips came back! Our Spring Branch Club took a field trip to the Houston
Zoo and enjoyed a day studying and exploring all that it had to offer.
Our Clubs focused on Dynamic Mindfulness SEL
We implemented Math Express- a program to help with summer learning loss
with curriculum that is TEKS ready.
We were able to partner with UT Health this summer. They did small group
SEL with a targeted group of members. This program was for our special
efforts around resiliency.
Club members participated in hands on, project based activities that
encouraged fun and unique literacy, as well as STEM learning through the
Summer Brain Gain program.
High-quality STEM learning experience for members were utilized through
NASA Astro Camp Real World Mission Challenges.
This summer was one to remember, but we're excited to be back in full-swing
with the other Club members as well!

Diversity Equity & Inclusion (DEI) Team at BGCGH
Meet the BGCGH Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion (DEI) Team! The team brings together staff
members from various roles and levels across the organization. They are working together
to strategize and roll out DEI principles throughout the Clubs, Headquarters, & Board of
Directors!
The DEI Team has several goals, such as: to increase the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
knowledge and awareness of all new and current BGCGH Board members, employees,
and partners. They also have a goal to create and implement a plan to increase cultural
competency within staff, Board members, Council members, and any affiliated group
members representing BGCGH. We are excited for this new group and have already seen
a ton of success coming from it!

BGCGH- Lemonade Day
BGCGH Club members put their entrepreneurial skills to the test selling lemonade of all varieties & flavors from their lemonade stands as
we kicked off Lemonade Day at the Clubs! A special thank you to
Lemonade Day Houston and Cadence Bank for all of your support. This
was such a fun event for us!
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TDECU Houston Texans Red Zone
TDECU has been an incredible partner of ours at BGCGH. Their purpose is to help people navigate
their financial journeys, no matter where they are along the way. This includes offering foundational
programs to help our children start off on the right foot, with the right tools and the right information.
This year, together, TDECU and the Houston Texans will help support our mission to inspire and
enable our youth. Working with us, they will open savings accounts for kids and teenagers, while
also providing an introductory education to financial wellness. Additionally, throughout the 2021
season, TDECU will donate $300 to BGCGH, each time the Texans reach the red zone.
Thank you so much to TDECU and Houston Texans for this partnership. Let’s go Texans and let’s
score big for our Club members!

Dr. Seuss Literacy with BGCGH
In July, our Club members enjoyed read-a-longs with community leaders from Spring
Branch ISD, The Women's Home Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, & our
very own Kevin Hattery, President & CEO. Club members received books, as well as
giveaways, and had special guest appearances from BGCGH's mascot, the Blue
Door, the Cat in the Hat, & some of his reading friends. This was an amazing visit to
The Dr. Seuss Experience in downtown Houston.
Thank you to the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation for helping spark the
love of reading in over 100 of our Club members. They had a blast reading and an
unforgettable experience this day!

Back 2 School
The first day of school can be a time of mixed emotions, exciting and a little scary at the same
time. We know there is no simple answer to success. However, we do know that it takes a
safe environment, high-quality programs and unique experiences to ensure kids have a great
future. At Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Houston we never take a single approach when it
comes to kids and teens. We do whatever it takes to build great futures.
This year we kicked off our Back To School celebration with help from our friends at
SKECHERS, Academy Sports + Outdoors, and Soles4Souls. Our Club members will be
walking on cloud 9 this school year with their new Bobs! 1,000 shoes were donated along with
a generous $5k gift card to our Clubs. We are incredibly grateful for our generous partners. It's
going to be an amazing school year!
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Julius Young Youth of the Year Naming Reception
On August 19, we had the privilege of honoring Board of Directors Chair, Julius Young and
naming our annual Youth of the Year Award, after him. The Julius Young Youth of the Year
Naming Reception recognized Julius for his passion & dedication to the members and the
communities we serve. The Youth of the Year Award is BGCGH's most prestigious award
recognizing a young adult that excels, inspires, & leads their generation.
BGCGH is mourning the loss of Julius Young, who passed away on September 22. He had
been a valued member of our Board of Directors leadership team since 2010 and will be
missed. We are all saddened by the loss of Julius. His legacy of leadership, compassion, and
dedication will always be remembered. Below is a link to a tribute to his Board Chairmanship
with Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Houston.
https://bgcgh.org/assets/pdf/Julius_Young_Tribute_w_image.pdf

Young Professionals Cornhole Tournament
On Thursday, September 30 we gathered for the 3rd Annual Young
Professionals Cornhole Tournament at McIntyre's in the Heights. We had
many teams sign up to participate, as well as others join us for a social
happy hour. It was a great way to gather and YP's were able to invite
friends to get involved at BGCGH too. Thank you to McIntyre's for hosting
us on your cornhole lawn. We are already looking forward to the next one!
For more information or to get involved in our Young Professionals group,
please contact Senior Director of Development, Shannon Woodruff at
swoodruff@bgcgh.org.

Birdies for Charities- Houston Astros Foundation
Birdies for Charity, a fundraising program designed to give back to the community through non-profits like Boys
& Girls Clubs of Greater Houston, gives you the opportunity to make a donation through the Houston Open and
Astros Golf Foundation. Make a pledge of at least 1¢ or more, up to $1, for every 'Birdie' made by the PGA Tour
players during the Houston Open, November 8-14, 2021. If 1,500 birdies are made during the 2021 event, your
1¢ pledge equals a $15 pledge. You can also make a one-time donation not tied to birdies, starting at $20.
Visit: https://events.trustevent.com/index.cfm?eid=3919&charityid=7265878 or email lboelsche@bgcgh.org to
make your donation today!

PAGE 4

Q3 - 2020 NEWSLETTER

Save the Date for 2021 Sporting Clays Tournament

Santa Project 2021

Ways to Invest
Make a donation online at www.bgcgh.org or by mail.
Sponsor one of BGCGH’s events such as the Great Futures Dinner or the annual Sporting Clays Tournament.
Become a Club Blue recurring monthly donor.
Become a member of the Great Futures Society with an unrestricted annual gift of $10,000 or more.
Join the 1952 Legacy Society and show support in perpetuity by including BGCGH in your will or estate plans.
Give an in-kind donation of products, goods or services.
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